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What is empowerment?

What resources
enable women and
men to make
strategic choices
about their own
lives?

Achievements

/
7
Resources 0

Kabeer (1999)




Data: Population-based Feed the e
Future baseline surveys -

» Ghana (2012),
representative for the FTF
Zone of Influence (ZOl)

» Collected by the Institute of
Statistical, Social and

Economic Research and
USAID

» Bangladesh (2011-12),
nationally representative for

rural
» Collected by DATA, IFPRI,
and USAID RURAL
» Bangladesh Integrated BANGLADESH

Household Survey (BIHS)
GAAPHE
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Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index
(WEAI)

» Measures empowerment and Ten Indicators
inclusion of women in the Input in productive decisions 1/10

. — Production 1/5
agricultural sector Autonomy in production 1710

» Launched in 2012 by USAID, IFPRI &

OPH| — Resources 1/5

Ownership of assets 1/15
Purchase, sale, or transfer of assets 1/15
Access to and decisions on credit 1/15

» Survey-based index, constructed
using interviews of the primary | S
male and primary female adults in
the same household

Control over use of income /5

Group Member 1/10

— Leadership 1/5

» An aggregate index in two parts: Speaking in Public 1/10

» Five Domains of Empowerment
(5DE) — Time 1/5

» Gender Parity Index (GPI)

Leisure 1 /10

Workload 1/10

GAAPHE




Methods

» Estimated predictors of women’s and men’s empowerment score using
fractional logistic regression

» Empowerment score = (# indicators individual is adequate in)/10
» Fractional variable, range=[0,1]

» Estimated predictors of adequacy in each indicator of empowerment using
Poisson or OLS regression

» Resources: individual, household, and community characteristics
» Individual: literacy, marital status, age

» Household: ethnic group, wealth/asset quintile, household hunger scale,
dependency ratio, household size, household type

» Community: rural/urban, region

GAAPE



Study population
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Study population

44
87
i

Average age (years) 37 44 38

Currently married

95 95 90
(%)

Literate (%) 49 47 10

4
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Empowerment score: Ghana
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Being literate is associated with higher
empowerment score, but only for women
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Being older is associated with higher
empowerment score, but only for women
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Being married is associated with lower
empowerment score, but only for women
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Being wealthy is associated with higher
empowerment score for men and women
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Empowerment score: Bangladesh
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Being literate is associated with empowerment
score for both men and women
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Being married is not associated with
empowerment score
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Being older is associated with empowerment
score for both men and women
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Being wealthy is associated with higher empowerment score for
both men and women
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What did we learn?

» Wealth, literacy, marital status, and age are associated with empowerment
score, though these associations vary by country.

» Some of these resources matter more for women’s agency than for men’s
agency.

» Examples:

» Being married was associated with lower empowerment for women in Ghana but
not in Bangladesh.

» In Ghana, age mattered for women’s empowerment score; in Bangladesh, age
mattered for both men and women.

GAAPE
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Input in productive decisions

» WEAI indicator:

» Adequate if individual participates in decisions about at least one agricultural
activity

» Regression outcome:
» Number of agricultural activities the individual makes decisions about
» Count variable, range=[0,9]

» Model:

» Poisson regression

GAAPHE




Resources - Input in productive decisions

Direction of associations based on IRRs
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Resources - Input in productive decisions
Direction of associations based on IRRs
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Resources - Input in productive decisions
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Resources - Input in productive decisions

Direction of associations based on IRRs
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Control over use of income

» WEAI indicator:

» Adequate if individual participates in decisions about how to use income from at
least one activity

» Regression outcome:
» Number of activities for which the individual makes income decisions
» Count variable, range=[0,9]

» Model:

» Poisson regression

GAAPHE




Resources - Control over use of income
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What did we learn?

» The associations between resources and agency vary for different
dimensions of empowerment.

» The predictors of achievements in each dimension of empowerment vary by
country.

» Use these results to think about how to target interventions.

» E.g., marital status and control over income

GAAPHE




Next steps

» Data from other FTF countries

» Mozambique, Nepal, Tanzania

» Other WEAI indicators

» Autonomy in production, leisure, speaking in public, ownership of assets, rights over
assets, access to and decisions on credit

» Intrahousehold parity

» WEAI also allows us to compare women’s and men’s agency in the same household.

» Do men and women benefit equally from a household’s resources? What is the
association between household resources and the difference between men’s and

women’s agency?

» Qualitative

» How do these results compare with gqualitative findings? Compare to qualitative results
from the WEAI pilots.

GAAPHE




Thank you!
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